Wheels and Butterflies

daylight slowly across the room by what seemed an
invisible hand. His chemical research led to the
discovery of radiant matter, but the science that
shapes opinion has ignored his other research that
seems to those who study it the slow preparation
for the greatest, perhaps the most dangerous, revolu-
tion in thought Europe has seen since the Renais-
sance, a revolution that may, perhaps, establish the
scientific complement of certain philosophies that in
all ancient countries sustained heroic art* We may
meet again, not the old simple celebration of life
tuned to the highest pitch, neither Homer nor the
Greek dramatists, something more deliberate than
that, more systematised, more external, more self-
conscious, as must be at a second coming, Plato's
Republic, not the Siege of Troy*

I shall remind the Garrets and Cellars of certain
signs, that they may, as a Chinese philosopher has
advised, shape things at their beginning, when it is
easy, not at the end, when it is difficult. I first
name Mr* Sacheverell SitwelFs lovely ' Pastoral *;
point out that he has celebrated those Minoan
shepherds, those tamers of the wild bulls, their
waists enclosed from childhood in wide belts of
bronze, that they might attain wasp-like elegance;
that he prefers them to the natural easy Sicilian shep-
herds* preferring as it were cowboys to those that
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